
B L U E W H A L E S
SCIENTIFIC 
NAME:
Balaenoptera 
musculus

LENGTH: 
27-30 m long

WEIGHT:
144,000 kg

AGE:
80-90 years 

WHAT ARE THEY?
Blue whales are ocean mammals. 

WHERE DO THEY LIVE?
They live mostly in the western Pacific 
Ocean (near California) and the Southern 
Ocean (near Australia).

Blue whales are the largest 
animals to have ever lived 
on earth.

Why are blue whales endangered?

! In 1864, Norway invented explosive harpoons 
and steam powered ships. This technology was used 
to hunt blue whales. Before these inventions, blue 
whales were much faster than the whaling ships. As 
Norway’s whaling technology became popular, the 
blue whale population began decreasing.
!
! In the 20th century, 360,000 blue whales were 
killed in the Southern Hemisphere. By the 1960s, the 
blue whales were almost extinct. 

! Now, the only thriving population is the one 
that lives off the coast of California in the United 

States. The population once seen off of the coast 
of Japan is extinct.

! Their biggest threat is habitat loss and 
ship strike. Ship strike occurs when large ships 
hit a blue whale in the ocean and kill it. 

Blue whales feed on tiny krill. They 
can eat 3,600 kg of krill every day.

This whale died from ship strike in California.

What are we doing to save them?
!
         The hunting of blue whales is banned all over 
the world by the International Whaling Commission. 
It is also illegal to hunt whales in the United States. 
Many countries all over the world are working to 
protect blue whales and their habitat. 
!
         Many scientists are using research to help 
decrease ship strike and habitat loss.

This is a model of the blue whale’s 
heart. Can you see the man next 
to the heart? The blue whale’s 
heart weighs as much as a small 
car. A blue whale’s largest arteries 
are so big--a human can crawl 
through them!

In their first year, baby blue whales gain 91 kg each day!



New Vocabulary:
mammals
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Norway
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banned
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